
“The Great Storyteller” 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

This week we look at the parable of the unforgiving servant, and Jesus’ answer to Peter’s 
question, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?”  

Often when we ask this question it is through the lens of pain and brokenness, having been 
hurt by someone else. While other times we may ask this question through the lens of pride or 
entitlement.  

In telling this parable, Jesus calls Peter to ask this question through the lens of his own 
forgiveness. He reminds us to consider our own debt that has been erased, not to hold on to 
the MUCH SMALLER debt that others might owe us.  

READ: Matthew 18:21-35, Isaiah 64:6, I John 1:9, Romans 6:23, Matthew 6:7-14 

Discussion: 

The topic of forgiveness is clearly a sensitive one. For many of us there can be 
tremendous pain connected to this. Let’s be sure to give each other space, as well as 
grace as we navigate a difficult topic.  

• What does scripture say about our efforts to pay off our own debt, and what does it
say of our own righteousness?  - Isaiah 64:6

• In Matthew 18:23, what is significant about The King, who wished to settle the
accounts of his servants?

What does this reveal about the nature and character of God? 

• What is Jesus comparing the debt of the first Servant to ($6.2 Billion)?  Do you think
that is a fair comparison?

• What are some reasons we may struggle to forgive those who have wronged us? Or,
rather, what are some of the main obstacles? (We know this is a tough question!)

• What should be our approach, if we believe the person simply does not deserve
forgiveness?

• How might we rationalize the debt we owe (or OWED!) to God in our own minds?


